54                          WILLIBALD

ciples, to provide for his decrepit old age a relief in his
great ministry, and to choose a faithful man from the
small congregation who would be able to rule so great
a folk. Having summoned our servant of God, he
urged him, with wholesome instruction, to undertake
the episcopal command and rank, and to assist him to
rule God's people. The saint in his humility hastily
refused, answering that he was not worthy of the rank
of bishop; and prayed that so great and high a dignity
might not be imposed upon him while he was still
reckoned a youth in years; and averred that he had

f|| ji                             not yet attained the age of fifty years required by the

standard of the canon law:l in order that by every
denial and excuse he might utterly avoid this exalted
rank. Therefore Archbishop Willibrord of holy fame
reproved him with mild words, diligently urging him

||j J                             to accept the proffered rank, and particularly premis-

ing the extreme indigence of the subject folk. But
when not even Willibrord's reproof moved the saint to
consent to undertake this exalted rank, then through
long delays and evasions a spiritual strife arose be-
tween them, and there was a harmonious discord of
glorious dispute. The saint, on the one hand, pre-
vented from accepting by his sublime humility, refused
the highly honorable rank; Willibrord, on the other,
ensnared by his passionate longing for most pious gain,
coveted the salvation of souls. After they had thus
alternately advanced opposing arguments, our holy

1 Gregory the Great, Dialogi, ii, 2; and other passages cited by
Levison in his note.